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head honcho Michael “Bur-
nie” Burns, who writes, di-
rects and acts in “Red vs. 
Blue” (he plays the charac-
ter Church, among others), 
about the new season.

American-Statesman: 
What’s changed in 10 sea-
sons of “Red vs. Blue”?

Michael “Burnie” 
Burns: “Red vs. Blue” has 
just become bigger and big-
ger each season. In gener-
al, the Internet video rev-
olution has really taken 
hold while we have been 
making the show. It’s hard 
to believe, but YouTube 
didn’t even exist when 
we started the series. 
Since then, “RvB” 
has evolved from a 
few friends work-
ing on episodes 
in a spare bed-
room to dozens 
of artists on 
three conti-
nents creat-
ing the best 
original show 
on the Inter-
net.

How did Elijah Wood 
get involved with the 
show?

Elijah was introduced to 
us by a friend of a friend a 
few years ago, and he came 
by to visit our studio. Then 
when we were down in New 
Zealand promoting “RvB” 
DVDs last fall, we were invit-
ed to come visit “The Hob-
bit” set for a few days. That 
started the discussion of 
Elijah performing a cameo 
in Season 10 and that grew 
into him playing our villain, 
Sigma. We are overjoyed to 
have him join the cast.

What do you attribute 
to the show’s longevity 
and huge fan base?

The main factor has 
been consistency of 
the show. We have be-
come a staple of the 
Internet video scene. 

Also, having a young, 
energetic audi-
ence really helps. 
We have people 
who discover 
the show in their 
teens even now 
after nine years. 
And the really 

scary thing is peo-
ple who watched 

“RvB” during Sea-
son 1 when they were 
in high school are now 
out of college and, 
in some cases, start-
ing families. It has 

spanned a huge portion of 
their lives.

How big has the compa-
ny gotten?

Right now, our staff is 35 
full-time employees. We 
have come a long way since 
starting in a spare bedroom 
in Buda. We are very proud 
to have grown so much, es-
pecially during these past 
few years when business-
es weren’t supposed to be 
growing. 

How many people are 
you expecting at RTX?

RTX, our massive fan 
event, should have about 
4,000 people in atten-
dance this summer at the 
Austin Convention Center. 
Next year, we want to have 
20,000. 

Did you all do anything 
special to celebrate the 1 
billion views milestone?

We celebrated the way 
any true Texan would — with 
champagne and brisket. We 
made a special thank-you 
video to all our fans who 
watch the shows we pro-
duce. That video hit 1 mil-
lion views in the first week, 
which puts us on the way to 
our next billion views. We’re 
sneaky like that.

Contact Omar L. Gallaga at 445-
3672
Twitter: @omarg
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‘Red vs. Blue’ producers expect about 4,000 people to attend a RTX, a fan event, in July.

Elijah Wood lends 
his voice for Sea-
son 10.
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